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MINERALS
Monthly News Bulletin of the

M AINE DEPARTMENT OF
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
State Capitol, Augusta, Maine

October, 1958

Telephone: M Ayfair 3 -4 5 1 1 , Ext. 571

LARGE TANNING PLANT TO OPEN IN SA C O
Maine Hunting Season Under Way

To Occupy Bates
York M ill-W ill
Employ 300-400

Whitetail deer will be legal targets for the hunter in the five northern counties
beginning Oct. 21, statewide November 1 for the month.
The hunting season now underway is
being publicized by the Department in
cooperation with Inland Fish and Game,
New Ski Areas Progressing
not only because it is a popular outdoor
sport, but because hunting is important
Backers of two new major ski develop to Maine economically.
ments, in Bethel and Rangeley, assure
The upland small game and bird sea
us that steady progress is being made.
son began Oct. 1. Waterfowl became le
The hope had been for opening this win gal targets on Oct. 10. Whitetail deer,
the pursuit of which means most to the
ter but the projects are both of such
state from a monetary angle, will be
magnitude that more time is needed.
hunted in the five northern counties be
With their completion next year, ginning Oct. 21 and statewide during the
Maine will be able to boast of at least entire month of November.
four modern, mechanized ski areas, equal
Opening day was covered by a member
to any in the East. This, in addition to
of our staff; radio tapes were released
a topnotch cross-country course and for advance build-up. The tapes were
jumping slope in Rumford, will really
interview type, cut by a DED staffer and
put Maine on the winter sports map.
one from Fish and Game.

The Area Industrial Development
Committee of the Biddeford-Saco Cham
ber of Commerce, through its Agent,
Leo N. Brown, has announced the suc
cessful completion of negotiations for
the establishment of a leather tanning
industry in the City of Saco, Maine.
At a meeting in Portland with the
Bates Manufacturing Company on Octo
ber 10, all of the Bates property known
as the York Mill, a complex of nearly a
dozen buildings totalling 790,000 square
feet, located in the City of Saco, was
formally conveyed to the Saco Realty
Corporation of Maine. It also includes
a water power facility of about 800
horsepower, and a railroad siding.
It was announced at the time of trans
fer that one of the largest and most
modern leather tanning operations would
be established in the property, to be
known as the Saco Tanning Corporation.
Daniel Turkanis, President of the Saco
Tanning Corporation announced that ac
tivities will start as soon as possible
and initially will involve extensive plant
rearrangement work in preparation for
the installation of machinery and equip
ment as well as the construction of a
waste disposal system as required by
the Maine Water Improvement Commis
sion, to cost approximately $150,000.
It is estimated by Agent Brown that
at peak capacity the new tannery would
employ from 300 to 400 employees.
The surplus manufacturing floor space
in the York Mill will be made available
for additional industries just as soon as
the final tannery production layouts are
completed. In the meantime, it is in
tended to make use of local area labor
wherever possible in the preparation of
the plant.
The new firm expects to process 1200
to 1500 cowhides a day when it hits full
(Continued on page S)
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D ED From A To Z

M A IN E PROGRESS

The department is called upon by statute and circumstance
to become involved in a great number of activities little
known perhaps to the average citizen. It would be almost an
impossibility to write even briefly, or to touch on all of them.
We have, therefore, compiled an A to Z list of some of the
things in which we are or have been engaged or connected
with in one way or another. We present them herewith with
out elaboration, and it is by no means complete.
Atomic Energy, Aeronautics Commission, Alaska Wel. come Wagon, Attitudes, Agriculture, Apple Queen, As
sociations.
Broiler Festival, Bonus Business Bulletin, “ Buyer’s Di♦ rectory,” Blueberries, BPW Community Achievement,
Boys’ Camps.
Chambers of Commerce, Community Attitudes, Community Cooperation, Clambakes, Camping, Canoeing,
. Conservation, Cotton Textiles, Civil Defense, Contrac
tors, Canada, Celebrations, Conventions, Christmas
Trees.
Diamond Drilling, Dairy Industry, Development of
♦ New Products and Techniques, Departments of the
State, Displays.
Entertaining V.I.P.’s, Eastern States Exposition, Ex♦ hibits.
Fishing, Foliage, Fairs, Federal Grants and Loans, Fa♦ cilities Surveys, Forestry.
Geology, Ground Breakings, Gov’t. Contracts, Girls’
♦ Camps.
Hunting, Hospitality, Hereford Day, Housing, Health,
♦ Hawaii Festival.
In-state Industry, Industrial Building Authority, Inter.
state Relations, Inquiries, Industrial Safety, Industrial
Parks, Industrial Development.
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Jobs, Journalists, Judging.
Kelp, Kernels of Com, Katahdin and Other State Areas.

J„

Lobsters, Land Use Control, Literature, Labor.

Manufacturing, Medical Research, Maine Day, Markets,
M * Magazines,
Minerals, Millionth Visitor, Miss Maine, Mrs. Maine,
Museum, Municipal Planning Boards, Meat
Packers.
Newspapers (Advertising and Promotion), New Eng. land Resources Conference, New England Council,
Natural Resources.
Organizations, Originations, Out of State Offices, Of♦ ficials.
Publicity, Promotions, Potato Blossom Festival,
. Photography, Parks, Potato Commission, Planning,
Port Authority, Publicity Bureau, Processed Foods.
Quartqui Centennial (Bangor), Questionnaires, Querul. ousness.

N
O
P
Q
R.

Recreation, Radio, Research, Regional Planning, Resorts, Real Estate.
Selling Maine, Sea Food Festival, Snowshoe Conven. tion, Skiing, Sardine Council, Schools, Statistics,
Sportsmen’s Shows, Songo Locks, Seaweed.
Television, Trade Publications, Traffic, Tunas, Trade
♦ Associations.
United Nations at Moosehead, Utilization of Natural
. Resources.
Vacation and Travel, Vacant Plants, Vegetables, Ven. ture Buildings.
Winter Sports, Water Sports, Wood Utilization, Wild♦life, Woolen Textiles, Water Pollution.
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/
ROLLING OUT THE BARREL—Feature of the 1958 Maine
Potato Blossom Festival at Limestone, was the International
Potato Barrel Rolling Contest, won by 18 year old Roger
Edgecomb, above, of Limestone. He rolled the 200 pound bar-

Youth Apprenticeship Program.
Zontas, Zoning.

rel over a 165 foot obstacle course in 26 2/5 seconds. Other
features were the crowning of a new Potato Blossom Queen,
Cheryl Waddell, pretty 18-year-old from Mapleton; gigantic
parade, air show, chicken barbecue and other highlight events.

Mass. Firm Set
To Manufacture
A t Freeport Site

Air photo of the buildings involved in the closed Bates Manufacturing York Mill
at Saco which will house the Saco Tanning Company. Property involved will em
brace 790,000 square feet.

Large Tannery:
production and in addition will process
the “ splits” from this cowhide produc
tion.
The transaction was financed by a
syndicate of Maine institutions headed
by the Union Mutual Life Insurance
Company of Portland and participated
in by the following banks in the
Biddeford-Saco area: the Biddeford Sav
ings Bank, the First National Bank of
Biddeford, the Pepperell Trust Co. of
Biddeford, the Saco-Biddeford Savings
Institution of Saco, and the York County
Savings Bank of Biddeford
On behalf of the Saco Tanning Cor
poration, Turkanis expressed his highest
esteem and appreciation to Agent
Brown for his ability and efforts in ne
gotiating and assembling of the many
complex problems involved in the pro
ject. At the same time, expressions of
appreciation were made to Mayor Cle
ment Deschambeault of Biddeford and
Mayor Peter A. Garland of Saco as well
as to their respective administrative
groups for their complete cooperation
and efforts in the project. Mr. Turkanis
also expressed his appreciation to the
State of Maine Department of Economic
Development for its efforts and interests
in the promotion of the project.
Work will commence immediately to
prepare the plant for occupancy and in
stallation of the manufacturing facilities
in an effort to expedite the scheduling
of actual tannery operations.

Maine Christmas Trees
In Nation’s Top Spots
Maine Christmas Trees will be very
much in the public eye over the next
two years with a giant tree at famed
Rockefeller Center during the 1958 Yule
Season, and a tree from Presque Isle at
the White House lawn during the 1959
season.
The tree scheduled for the New York
City site will be from 65 to 70 feet tall.
It was selected for its excellence by the
Maine Forest Service and Maine Christ
mas Tree Association.
The 1959 White House lawn tree at
Washington, D. C., will be a gift from
the citizens of Presque Isle and Caribou.
It will be displayed not only as a gift
from these communities to the United
States, but in recognition of the Centen
nial Anniversary of both Presque Isle
and Caribou.

The 70-year old Massachusetts firm of
Edward H. Best Co., Inc., has leased the
building of Casco Laces, Inc., at Free
port, effective October 1, for the manu
facture and distribution of industrial
fabrics. Under terms of the agreement
the Best Co. will purchase the property
within the next three years.
John W. Hill, president of the felt
and fabric plant, has announced that it
will consolidate its manufacturing, dis
tribution and offices, now separated, as
soon as practicable; with the manufac
turing end of the business being moved
first probably within the next few
months. Future plans call for expansion
of the existing structure of 13,000 square
feet to 20,000 within the next two years.
This additional manufacturing activity
in Maine was brought about after six
months of effort on the part of the
Greater Portland Area Development
Council, Freeport citizens, and Portland
financial institutions. DED Industrial
representatives worked on several loca
tions, as well as Freeport, for the firm
which will employ 25 to 30 people. Best
Co. also looked at locations in Massachu
setts and New Hampshire.

$15 Million Expansion
A $15 million 3-year expansion plan
has been announced by Oxford Paper
Company of Rumford. The company’s
program includes, in addition to in
creased manufacturing facilities, the
construction of a sulphite-liquor plant to
do away with the firm’s contribution to
pollution of the Androscoggin River.

Eggs via Maine Ports
It is possible that many thousands of
cases of Maine table and hatching eggs
will be shipped to South American mar
kets via Maine Ports, according to Ed
ward Langlois, General Manager of the
Maine Port Authority.

An Extra Dividend in Pleasure
The
Depositors
Trust
Company,
Maine’s largest commercial bank, has
used a section of its August dividend
check mailer to promote fall vacations in
Maine. In cooperation with the DED the
ad stresses the advantages of Fall vaca
tioning and the enjoyment to be had in
Fall tours, hunting, golf, fairs, and the
clear, crisp autumn days ideal for fun
and relaxation.

Superlative Maine foods from sea, shore, and field will be given star billing in re
tail outlets north, east, south and west during the “ Maine Foods Festival,” November
2-9. Leading in the planning of the event at a meeting in Augusta were, left to
right: Charles Tinckam, Augusta, Advertising Manager of the Kennebec Journal;
Dave Murray, Portland, Sales Manager of the Great Atlantic and Pacific; Ray Swift,
Augusta, Holmes-Swift Co.; Arthur LeMay, Lewiston, General Manager of the
Associated Grocers; and Carl Croce, Waterville, Advertising Manager of the Waterville Morning Sentinel.

Reorganize Industrial

S. Paris Organizes

Development Division

Development Corp.

With 2 Unit Directors
Two staff members of the Industrial
Development Division, DED, have been
appointed to head up that division which
has been reorganized into two units, an
in-state and an out-of-state unit.
James R. Pelletier and Roderic O’Con
nor have been elevated to the posts of
Unit Directors. Pelletier will have the
responsibility of out-of-state develop
ment work in the aggressive solicitation
of out-of-state prospects with a staff of
industrial agents working under his di
rection. O’Connor will head up the in
state Unit which will be concerned with
the servicing of existing industry in the
state, its expansion, and assist in the
marketing of their products. It will also
be concerned with giving advice and
guidance to community development
groups.

New Harrison Factory
A new manufacturing industry with
a predicted future employment of 100
men and women has been added to the
industrial economy of Harrison with the
recent incorporation of the Harrison
Manufacturing Company.
The firm will manufacture wood novel
ties, toys, antique reproductions, sport
ing goods, house furnishings and do-ityourself kits in the Harvard Holmes
building which it has leased.
Maine woods will be used exclusively
in the manufacturing of wood products,
according to Paul R. Bishop, a consult
ing business management engineer and
president of the new business.

44 Communities In
Improvement Race
Forty-four Maine communities embrac
ing approximately 45% of the State’s
population have entered the Community
Achievement Contest sponsored by the
BPW in cooperation with the DED. In
addition, two area development groups
are in the contest.
Awards for community improvements
will be made in various population
groups. Municipalities already entered
in such groups follow:
Over 20,000—Auburn, Augusta, Ban
gor, Lewiston, Portland and South Port
land. In the 10 to 20,000 group are
Brunswick, Waterville and Westbrook.
The 5 to 10,000 group has the entries
of Brewer, Caribou, Fort Fairfield, Gard
iner, Houlton, Presque Isle, Rockland,
Rumford and Skowhegan. Entrants in
the 2 to 5,000 group are Bridgton, Cam
den, Cape Elizabeth, Dixfield, Farmington, Hallowell, Lincoln, Limestone, Lis
bon Falls, Livermore Falls, Newport,
Norway, Pittsfield, Richmond, Scar
borough, South Paris, Wells and Winthrop. The “ all others” population categ'ory has the entries of Damariscotta,
Fryeburg, Lovell, Owls Head, Rockport,
Union, Washington and Wayne.
In addition the Knox County and
Bethel Area Development group are in.

Ken Baker, prize winner for travelling
the greatest distance to attend the 1958
Maine Broiler Festival, smiles approval
of Maine’s barbecued chicken. He is him
self a poultry man and hails from Doonside, Australia.

Maine Leads U. S.
In Production Of
Dressed Poultry

Organization of a group of South
Paris businessmen to foster new indus
try in the community has been formed
under the name of The Paris Industrial
Development Corporation. By-laws and
incorporation papers would capitalize it
at $100 thousand. Stock will be sold
for the purpose of erecting a building
for industrial purposes.
The group, comprising 17 South Paris
businessmen, is an outgrowth of a South
Paris Chamber of Commerce Committee
appointed last spring by Chamber Presi
dent F. Albert Dodge.
Glenn Chute is permanent Clerk of the
Corporation. The Board of Directors
consists of Howard MacDonald, Presi
dent; G. Dewey Thayer, Vice President;
Elden H. Shute, Jr., Treasurer; Percy
L. Turner, F. Albert Dodge, Richard J.
Cole and Earle R. Clifford.
The latter group will meet soon to dis
cuss methods of financing a drive to sell
stock subscriptions and to determine a
site location for a speculative building.

Added Travel Promotion

Maine is the top producer in the coun
try of graded dressed poultry by a mar
gin of 30 million pounds over Arkansas
its nearest competitor, according to re
cently announced fig'ures of the Maine
Department of Agriculture. Maine was
the leader last year also, but shipped 2
million more pounds between July 1,
1957 and June 30, 1958 than it did the
previous 12 months.
The Department of Economic Develop
ment has been cooperating with the De
partment of Agriculture in the promo
tion of poultry. One of the major co
operative events has been the annual
Broiler Festival at Belfast.

During the past month, the DED Pub
lic Relations Division has distributed the
highly colorful and pictorial booklet,
“Maine, Land of Remembered Vaca
tions” to several conventions, including
the Eastern Regional Conference of At
torneys General, District #1 Convention
of Zonta International, the First Annual
Convention of the Maine Independent
Meat Packers Assoc., and a national con
ference in Boston of women in politics.
Wider distribution of Maine’s vaca
tion booklet was to promote more travel
into Maine from out-of-state. The book
lets were further “ dressed up” with
tailor made imprinted covers for these
conventions.

Hebert In A ss’t Post

22,122 Inquiries

Richard A. Hebert, DED Public Rela
tions staff member, has been appointed
Administrative Assistant to Commis
sioner Fred A. Clough, Jr., during the
leave of absence of Deputy Commission
er Maurice F. Williams, who will become
administrative assistant to Gov.-Elect
Clinton A. Clauson.
Hebert served as administrative as
sistant to former Commissioner Louis
Shapel. Prior to his association with the
DED three years ago, Hebert had been
community promotion manager of the
Maine Publicity Bureau and Editorial
manager of the Bureau, with a further
background of reporting and editorial
experience with the Portland Press Her
ald.

Boost Maine In Chicago
Maine was well represented in the re
cent national convention of the Amer
ican Legion in Chicago with a beautiful
float designed by the Department of Eco
nomic Development.
The colorful float carried a huge “ Blue
Chip” with the slogan “ Maine—Indus
try’s Blue Chip State” and three beauti
ful models. This “ Boost Maine” effort
was seen by more than half a million
viewers. The float, costing over $2,000
was contributed by the American Le
gion, Department of Maine.

A total of 22,722 inquiries for infor
mation about Maine have been handled
by the department between Jan. 1 and
Oct. 3 of this year. They came from all
sections of the country and many foreign
lands.
In answering the requests for infor
mation, the department has sent out
113,883 pieces of literature, booklets and
maps.
Expressed in averages, this represents
about 568 inquiries per week, weekly
distribution of about 2847 pieces of lit
erature, approximately 5 pieces of ma
terial per inquiry.

Federal Management Aid
Improving foreman relations in small
plants is the subject of a bulletin offered
as a management aid by the Small Busi
ness Administration. It points up the
importance of good foreman relation
ships, how to improve them, how to se
lect foremen, the choice of candidates
for foremanship, training, pay and other
pertinent subjects.
The aid is available at no cost from
field offices of the SBA or from head
quarters in Washington, D. C. The field
office for Maine is located at 335 Water
Street, Augusta, Maine.

THREE NEW PLANTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Three new industrial buildings in
Maine are on the way toward comple
tion. They will total about 120,000
square feet and cost upwards of $1,170,000.
Top photo shows Venture Building # 1
at Waterville’s new Industrial Park.
Ground was broken May 1 and the build
ing is now ready for completion to a
tenant’s specifications.
It embraces
30.000 square feet and represents a cost
of about $270,000. Prospective occu
pants should contact the Waterville
Area Industrial Development Corp., or
the Waterville Chamber of Commerce.
Photo at right shows the progress be
ing made at the Lewiston Industrial
Park with their first venture building
for which ground was broken on Sept. 3.
At that time it was announced a lease
had been signed with Paragon Glass
Works of Elizabeth, N. J. The firm will
move their operations to this new $270,000, 44,000 sq. foot building as soon as
completed.
The bottom photo taken recently
shows the Eastern States Farmers’ Ex
change new $750,000 building which will
embrace a total area of approximately
46.000 square feet. Ground was broken
for this modern fertilizer plant on May
7, the first to be established in northern
New England by the Eastern States
Farmers’ Exchange.
.
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HALF M ILLION "SEE M A IN E ” AT EASTERN STATES

World’s largest shoe, size 96, made by the
and shown at the Maine Building, Eastern
Seated comfortably are Becky Bragdon, 2, of
9, of North Branford, Conn.

New Book Gives Detailed
Facts On Maine Ports
The 1958-59 bi-annual edition of State
of Maine Ports is now being distributed
and copies are available from the De
partment of Economic Development.
“ Maine Ports” gives detailed, accurate
and comprehensive information relative
to the advantages, services and facilities
available at Maine Ports. It is prepared
by the Port Committee of the Greater
Portland Chamber of Commerce in af
filiation with the Maine Port Authority.
In this 116-page book will be found
text and pictures to acquaint those in
terested with personalities in responsible
positions, cargoes moved through State
of Maine ports, facilities available, his
tory, growth and future of Maine ports,
and allied services contributing to the
economic development of State of Maine
ports.
The publication is distributed free to
maritime, transportation, civic and in
dustrial interests in the United States
and foreign countries.

New W. Bethel Factory
The Roger Favreau Furniture Stock
company, manufacturers of square di
mension and flat dimension hardwood
stock for furniture factories, is expected
to begin operations upon completion
soon of a new 1920 square foot cement
block one story building in West Bethel,
according to Edmond Vachon, Chairman
of the industrial committee, Bethel Area
Development Corporation.
The new
comer to the area’s industrial picture will
also occupy a 960 square foot drying
room adjoining the main building.

Medwed Footwear Co. of Skowhegan,
States Exposition, West Springfield.
Hamden, Conn., and Harry Griswold,
___________________________________

Open Foreign Banking
Dept. For Maine Ports
The Canal National Bank of Portland
in cooperation with the Maine Port Au
thority, has announced the establishment
of a Foreign Banking Department to
handle the many and varied transactions
involved in making shipments to and
from overseas ports. This new service
by the Canal Bank was prompted by the
efforts of the Maine Port Authority to
assist and encourage shipment of “ Maine
Products via Maine Ports,” and to handle
the possible increased traffic through
Maine Ports following completion of the
expanded St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959.
This new service to shippers using
Maine Ports eliminates the necessity of
processing financial details through outof-state banks.
Dexter R. Hunneman, Jr., Vice Presi
dent of the bank, will be manager of the
Canal’s newly created Foreign Depart
ment, assisted by Roger N. Walker, As
sistant Cashier.
Some of the services the bank will of
fer are: transfer of funds by check or
cable in U. S. Dollars or foreign cur
rency, commercial letters of credit and
collection of drafts, travelers’ letters of
credit, foreign collections, buying and
selling of foreign currency, foreign credit
information, and discounting of foreign
notes and drafts.

Says Maine Has "Best Deal”
Angelo Paione, President of Paragon
Glass Works, Inc., which recently leased
the new building under construction at
the Lewiston Industrial Park, was quoted
in a New Jersey paper, in connection
with moving the plant from Elizabeth,
N. J., to Lewiston, “ You can’t beat the
deal offered in Maine.”

Nearly half a million persons viewed
the exhibits in the State of Maine Build
ing at the annual Eastern States Exposi
tion in W. Springfield, Mass., last month.
Administered by the Maine Depart
ment of Economic Development, the
graceful Colonial-type building proved to
be one of the chief attractions at the
Exposition which has been called “ The
Showcase of the East.”
Exhibitors included the Department of
Economic Development, Maine Forestry
Service, Maine Agricultural Department,
Maine Sea and Shore Fisheries Depart
ment, Maine Sardine Council, and Maine
Publicity Bureau.
Occupying the entire center of the
building was a 100 foot exhibit by Klir
Beck, noted Mount Vernon artist, which
called attention to the state’s vacation
attractions and its industrial advantages.
The Forestry Service showed a series
of striking three dimensional scenes de
picting the value of Maine’s woodlands
and the methods employed to fight fires,
disease, and insects.
Lobsters in a newly-developed tank
designed to keep them alive indefinitely
was the feature of the Sea and Shore
Fisheries Department exhibit which also
called attention to Maine’s many other
seafood products.
The Maine Sardine Council, embarked
on an ambitious program to enlarge its
markets, sought consumer preferences
for various packs of sardines now in the
testing stage. Results of the survey are
expected to be of great value to the in
dustry.
The Agricultural Department, which
highlights a major food product each
year, served baked potatoes at cost to
about 35,000 persons.
Experts also
demonstrated the ease with which pre
pared potatoes can be added to the menu.
Occupying an entire side of the build
ing, the Maine Publicity Bureau exhib
ited scores of consumer articles pro
duced by Maine industry.
Located on the impressive Avenue of
States, the State of Maine Building was
constructed in 1925 and ever since has
been considered to be one of the best
means of promoting Maine.

E. Greaton Retires As
Division Head: Elliot
Is Named New Director
Everett F. Greaton, after 28 years of
service to the state, and Director of the
DED Division of Recreational Promo
tion, entered semi-retirement on Novem
ber 1. He will act as a “ director emeri
tus” making his services available to the
department on a three-day a week basis.
Primarily those services will be as a
consultant in such areas as boys and
girls camps, state museum, and booklet
publications.
Robert O. Elliot has been named Di
rector of the Recreational Promotion Di
vision, to succeed Greaton. He has been
Assistant Director since the department
was formed, and before that worked as
a staffer and assistant director with the
old Development Commission and DDIC.
He is well known through his authorship
of many articles and features in national
magazines, travel sections of large
metropolitan newspapers, and through
his association with nation-wide travel
and recreational organizations.

